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Mizzell reflects on SG accomplishments
State of the Student Body
produces few new initiatives
Amanda Coyne

ACOYNE@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Student Body President Chase Mizzell
used his State of the Student Body address
as a n oppor t u n it y to reca l l St udent
Government’s achievements during his
half-completed term.
Mirroring university President Harris
Pastides’ September State of the University
speech, Mizzell broke the address down
into five parts. He reflected on SG’s efforts
to cultivate leadership and improve the lives
of students while increasing school pride,
communit y involvement and effective,
transparent communication.
SG’s past and recent safety efforts were
heavily discussed. The Safety Pathway to
Five Points is still being developed after
being initially proposed about a year ago,
and the popular Carolina Cab system has
seen “tens of thousands” of riders since
its launch, Mizzell said. The recently

implemented Walk Home Cocky safe walk
program has had 250 students escorted
to their residence halls and cars, and SG
cont inues to work towards “concrete
change to safety on campus.”
SG has a “renewed focus” on civ ic
engagement as well, Mizzell said. He cited
his trip to Washington, D.C. with the
student body presidents of USC’s system
campuses over fall break and SG’s mayoral
forum as examples. The Student Lobby is
also “reinvigorated” and working on policy
material for its spring break trip to the
nation’s Capitol to lobby South Carolina’s
Congressional delegation.
Mizzell also lauded SG’s work on the
Gamecock Pantry, set to officially open in
McBryde Quadrangle A on Monday.
Few new initiatives were introduced
in Mizzell’s address. SG is working on
developi ng a Bra ille menu for bl i nd
students and doing research on “how to
better celebrate” USC’s traditionally black
National Pan-Hellenic Council fraternities
and sororities.

Jeremy Marshall Harkness / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
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Student Body President Chase Mizzell delivers his State of the Student
Body address on Wednesday evening in the Russell House Theater.

Classics professor
‘surprised’ with
$10,000 grant
Gardner will use award
to attend academic
conference in Scotland
Hannah Richardson

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Morgan Simpson / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Students, faculty and community members get platefuls of food at the Iranian Student Association’s Persian Food Night.

Iranian culture explored with food
Sold-out celebration part of
International Education Week
Kelley Kennedy

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

INSIDE

A diverse crowd of students, faculty and Columbia
residents filled the Russell House Ballroom on Wednesday
evening to participate in the Iranian Student Association’s
second annual Persian Food Night.
The sold-out event was a part of International Education
Week, a national initiative aimed at promoting cultural
awareness.
“We try to do it at the same time as International
Education Week to raise awareness of our homeland and
exquisite dishes,” said Maria Hosseinipour, a third-year
medical school student and member of the Iranian Student
Association.
The organization served a wide variety of Persian fare,
including adas polo — a Persian rice — fesenjoon — a
pomegranate syrup and chicken dish — and baklava.
“The goal of this event is to show people that it is not
appropriate to judge people based purely on politics.
Everyone thinks Iranians are terrorists. It’s not like this.
People are people. It’s a really rich culture and a very
ancient culture,” said Mostafa Mobli, president of the
Iranian Student Association.
Many USC students attended the event out of a desire to
better understand Iranian traditions.
“Diversity rocks,” said Jalavender Clowney, a first-year
graduate student. “It’s good to live outside your comfort
zone and try new things.”
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In addition to students, many guests of all ages and
ethnicities came together to experience the Iranian cuisine.
Some had longtime connections to Iran.
“We lived in Iran 25 years. We worked with Iranian
refugees in Turkey for five years, and we served 46 children
in an orphanage in Iran. We want to be of help to the people.
We actually just got back from Turkey,” said Columbia
resident Richard Corley of himself and his wife, Doreen.
Several Iranian students also attended the event to enjoy
the cuisine and to connect with other Persian students.
“I moved here from Tehran last January. I like this
university and the city. It’s very different from Tehran,
but in a good way,” said Behrad Koohbor, a mechanical
engineering doctorate student.
The Iranian Student Association hosts many other
events. The next major occasion will be Nowruz, the
celebration of the Iranian New Year, on March 21. The
celebration will incorporate cultural performances and
music, and, like Persian Food Night, will aim to provide
students with a better understanding of Persian culture.
Events like those hosted by the Iranian Student
Association are opportunities for students to enrich their
college experience and expand their knowledge.
“Many Americans have bad thoughts about Iran. We love
them. They are a beautiful people,” Corley said.
Iranian Students Association members also encouraged
USC students to experience other cultural events.
“Be on the lookout for international organizations.
It heightens your knowledge beyond the classroom,”
Hosseinipour said. “We’re friendly, we’re fun and we’re here
to make friends like anyone else.”
DG
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Women’s
soccer will
kick off its
NCAA tournament run
against Furman Friday.

The ballet
“Classics Over
Time” at the
Koger Center
combines
three varied,
contrasting
pieces.

Editorial Board:
SG’s proposed
amendments
should improve
both elections
and senate itself.
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Hunter H. Gardner was surprised
when College of Arts and Sciences
Dean Mar y A nne Fitzpatrick told
her she wou ld b e a rec ipient of
t h e M c C a u s l a n d Fe l l o w s h i p , a
g rant com ing f rom a $10 m illion
endowment from USC graduate Peter
McCausland.
“It’s not every day you get a surprise
like that,” Gardner said.
Gardner is an associate professor
in the Department of Literatures,
Languages and Cultures at USC.
Gardner, along with three other
professors in the College of Arts and
Sciences, was selected to receive a
$10,000 stipend to aid with teaching,
research and studies.
The fellowship was a g if t f rom
Peter Mc Cau sla nd a nd h is w ife.
McCausland graduated from USC
in 1971 w it h a deg ree in histor y.
Now, he is chairman and CEO of
Pennsylvania-based Airgas Inc.
Gardner received her doctorate
degree in classics from the University
of North Carolina-Chapel Hill and
now teaches classes in Latin, Greek
and classics, which are programs that
have dwindled in enrollment in recent
years.
“I was very thrilled and surprised,”
Gardner said, “It seems like many
universities are trimming down their
classics department.”
Gardner received her master’s in
Latin from the University of Georgia
and her bachelor’s degree in classical
civilization from UNC-Chapel Hill.
Her i ntere st s va r y f rom Lat i n
(Augustan and imperial literature) to
the Greek epic poet Homer to women
in antiquity and classics. She is also
interested in classics in cinema and
popular culture.
Gardner is using her fellowship
to go to Scotland t his summer to
attend a conference that will discus
the violence in relation to the movie
“Spartacus.”
She is a part of Eta Sigma Phi at
USC, which is an organization that
GARDNER • 2
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3 charged in Orangeburg SC health care filings low Robbery victim charged
mobile meth lab bust
on federal marketplace with possession of marijuana
Three people were arrested on Monday and charged
with possessing items to make methamphetamine
following a traffic stop on Shillings Bridge Road, The
State reported.
In a press release, Orangeburg County Sheriff’s
Department said the vehicle was initially stopped by the
S.C. Highway Patrol. They reported finding a mobile
meth lab in the trunk of the vehicle.
Shane Allen Russell, 25, has been charged with
manufacturing and distributing methamphetamine and
released on a $20,000 bond.
Will Rogers Mitchum Jr., 21, was also charged with
manufacturing and distributing methamphetamine and
driving under suspension. He has been released on a
$20,000 bond as well.
Fran Nicole Roberts, 18, was charged w it h
manufacturing and distributing methamphetamine.
Bond was set at $20,000 but Roberts was held on other
additional charges.

Fewer than 600 people registered for health
insurance policies on t he Healt h I nsurance
Marketplace in its first month, The State reported.
Across the country, 106,185 people signed up
for plans on the marketplace between Oct. 1 and
Nov. 2, with a third of all registrants coming from
California, which had its own state marketplace.
South Carolina is among the 36 states without
a state marketplace. Nineteen states had fewer
people register than South Carolina, with North
Dakota coming in last at only 42.
South Carolinians filed 11,249 applications
covering 20,980 people during the marketplace’s
fi rst month. Applications must be completed to
shop for plans, and South Carolina had the 16th
most fi lings among the 36 states on the federal
marketplace.
— Amanda Coyne, News Editor

— Emily Ready, Asst. Copy Desk Chief

A man was arrested Sunday at his home at 303 Saluda
River Road and charged with attempted murder and
armed robbery, The State reported. The victim was also
charged after police found marijuana at the residence.
Vashon Cunningham, 20, got into a physical
altercation with the resident of the home after he
presented a gun. Multiple shots were fired and one
struck the victim’s upper body.
According to Richland County Sheriff Leon Lott,
before leaving the home, Cunningham stole the wallet,
credit cards and cash of the victim’s friend who feigned
death from one of the fired shots. He was not injured.
The victim’s wife would not allow deputies to enter
when they arrived. Deputies reported smelling a strong
odor of marijuana from inside and saw marijuana in the
foyer. According to police, a search warrant was issued
and marijuana was found in multiple other places in the
home.
Cunningham was transported to the Alvin S. Glenn
Detention Center, Lott said. The victim will be charged
upon his hospital release.
— Emily Ready, Asst. Copy Desk Chief

GARDNER • Cont. from 1
tries to make the student body more aware of the
study of classics.
Gardner has published two books. “Gendering
Time in Augustan Love Elegy” is a series on
classical literat ure and gender t heor y. Her
second book, “Odyssean Identities in Modern
Cultures” is a collection of essays.
Another major project Gardner was involved
in was the mak ing of a documentar y called
“Soldier Girl: South Carolina’s Female Veterans”
which focused on the homecoming of many
female soldiers returning from combat.
Gardner has traveled many places to study
and do research, but her favorite place is Italy.

She has been there a few times to study classics
and Roman history and to explore and learn.
While in Italy, she spent time studying images
of gladiators and Roman classics.
Gardner began teaching at USC in 2007 after
teaching at the College of Charleston, UNC
Chapel Hill and the University of Georgia.
Gardner has received many ot her awards
and honors, including t he Sout h Carolina
Humanit ies Council Grant, t he Promising
Investigator Research Award and the Magellan
Grant.
DG

SENATE • Continued from 3
one-week “hard period.” The soft period would
prohibit candidates from holding rallies and events
and distributing campaign items like cups and
sunglasses. Candidates would be allowed to do
these things in the hard period, which would be a
week before the election.
Richardson said many students and student
groups have told her that the three-week campaign
season bombards them and that they’d like to see
an alleviation.
Student Body President Chase Mizzell pointed
out t hat SG’s elect ions codes are t he most
stringent among student governing bodies in the
Southeastern Conference. If more limits are added
to the elections codes, turnout for voters and
candidates could be limited, he said.
But SG is also one of the only governing bodies
in the SEC without a campaign spending cap,
Richardson said. This amendment could serve as an
alternative to a cap.
The amendment was carried over until the next
senate session, when it is expected to be voted upon
along with multiple other amendments that have
yet to be introduced.
DG
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Elections codes amended
Candidates could be
allowed to run for
executive, senate
positions at same time
Amanda Coyne

ACOYNE@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Addressing student senate at
its Wednesday evening meeting,
S e n . A nd re w K ov t u n m ade
a n i mpa s sioned plea b efore
amendments were introduced
to c h a nge t he ne w St udent
Government elections codes.
“We should not be a rubberstamp senate. Have you ever
heard a ‘no’ here?” Kovtun said.
“There is something wrong here.
We should have genuine debate
about these amendments.”
T he st udent senate has
unanimously passed every bill
before it this semester. According
to Kovtun, that’s indicative of a

“lethargic” status quo.
“We need to take a proactive
measure,” Kovtun said. “I do
u rge t he senate to consider
... approach ing t h is bill
w it h a v ision to t he f ut ure.”
W hile 10 amendments to the
elections codes were submitted
for Wednesday’s meeting, only
three necessitated discussion
by the senate. The other seven
were minor changes in wording
and grammar. Two of the three
requ i r i ng del iberat ion were
introduced at the senate meeting.
The first, introduced by senate
President Pro Tempore Lindsay
Richardson, allows candidates for
executive office to simultaneously
run for student senate. If the
candidate wins both races, he or
she would take the executive seat
and the senate candidate with
the next highest number of votes
would become a senator.
Mult iple senators spoke in

support of the amendment. Sen.
Katie Wray said that the change
should be well-publicized to
students, while others said that
the amendment would allow for
senate leaders to have a safety net
when running for higher office.
“It’s very beneficial, especially
on t he sen ate side,” Sen ate
St udent Ser v ices Committee
Chair Jonathan Holt said. “There
are really good leaders in senate
who w ill r u n for of f ice and,
historically, they lose and fade
away into the background.”
T he a mend ment passed
unanimously.
A second amendment, also
introduced by Richardson, would
put extra restrictions on senate
a nd exec ut ive ca mpa ig ns. It
would delineate the campaign
p er iod i nto t wo sec t ion s: a
t wo-week “soft period” and a
SENATE • 2

Are you interested in:
• Volunteering in South Carolina?
• Assisting your community during
an emergency?
• Participating in exercises to
strengthen your knowledge of
how to respond to emergencies?

If so, please visit www.scserv.gov
for more information or to sign-up
to volunteer.
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SG aims to rehaul election season legislation
ISSUE
Student Government is
rewriting election codes.
OUR STANCE
Their changes should
improve SG’s output.
St u d e nt G o v e r n me nt h a d
another busy Wednesday night.
The focus: elections.
For s t a r t er s , t he y a i m t o
restructure the existent election
codes with a new clean slate bill.
The bill would serve as a starting
point for amendments that will
rewrite the codes for the rules
and regulations of its election
season with clarity in mind. The
current codes are a self-referential
nightmare and are in dire need
o f p o l i s h i n g. T h e y c a n b e
interpreted in far too many ways
and their readability borders on
obsolescence. This is no secret and
their improvement is far past due.
Thankfully, that’s in the works.
The f irst amendment,
p r o p o s e d a nd u n a n i m o u s l y
passed Wednesday, will allow
executive leadership candidates to
simultaneously fi le for a position
in student senate. Should they
win both, they’ll get the executive
seat and the candidate with the
next highest number of votes will
be awarded a position in student
senate.
At first glance, this will allow
candidates to hedge their bid
on an executive position with a
fall-back option; nullifying all of

the previous risks associated with
the decision. In this regard, why
wouldn’t someone automatically
run for both positions at once?
W h ile t here may be a f lood
of c a nd idate s, t he potent ia l
drawbacks are well worth the
benefits.
Historically, senate’s brightest
and most act ive have r un for
an executive position. A losing
campaign meant those former
stars of senate would be scuttled
from the body altogether. This
amendment will presumably allow
senate to retain their best should
they lose their campaign for an
executive position. It may also
convince more qualified candidates
to run for executive positions in
St udent G over n ment , wh ich
doesn’t hurt.
The other amendments focus on
the campaign itself. It will gate the

“These changes
seek to level the
playing ﬁeld for all
candidates while
simultaneously
shifting the
paradigm from
sheer quantity of
campaign platforms
and strategy.”

election season into two distinct
periods. The first period will
allow all methods of campaigning
except for rallies, events and
distribution of campaign items
and paraphernalia. Following
that, candidates will be allowed
relatively unfettered campaigning
in the week leading to the election.
This change seeks to level the
playing field for all candidates
while simultaneously shifting the
paradigm from sheer quantity to
quality of campaign platforms
and strateg y, but we’d like to
suggest a second way this could be
accomplished: a fiscal cap.
T h e Un i v e r s it y o f S o u t h
Carolina is the only SEC school
w it hout a spending lim it for
student campaigns. Naturally,
an adoption of similar protocol
will only help further balance the
student political spectrum.
The name of the game seems to
be ease of access. While Student
Government is rarely short on
good ideas, they are in active
pursuit of filling out its ranks
with proactive and independent
critical thinkers. As it stands, the
senate is dominated by a verbose
and k nowledgeable few, while
most simply follow the status quo.
That’s no knock on senate itself,
but hopefully its proposed changes
will help them attract more interest
and consequently ditch the rubber
stamp mentality that’s a little too
prevalent every Wednesday night.

Typhoon victims need students’ help
USC community
should join relief eﬀort
In the aftermath of Typhoon
Haiyan, more t han 2,0 0 0
Filipinos have been killed and
some fear the death toll could
reach 10,000. The powerful storm
slammed into the Visayas, an
archipelagic region in the middle
of the country, and devastated
the area. It’s up to us as humans
to step in when our fellow man is
in need, and University of South
Carolina students can and should
do our part.
I had the privilege of visiting
the Philippines last summer.
Some friends who have lived
there for many years were able
to show me much of the country,
including many places tourists
don’t get to see on a normal
vacation there.
There’s a lot that can be said
about Filipinos, and most of it
is ver y positive. They live in
a poor nation, but they exude
happiness and ambition. Their
political history has been violent,
but they are still passionately
involved in shaping their society.
The Philippines is a very religious
country and the people place a
high value on family.
Fil ipi nos possess g reat
ingenuity and are always looking

to better their situation. The
country is too poor for everyone
to ride on buses, so instead, the
people have taken old jeeps left
by the American military after
World War II and converted
them into makeshift buses called
Jeepneys. This makeshift public
transportation system wasn’t a
central effort by the state, but
instead developed
organically to meet
a need. Instead of
pressing a button
to signal the driver
t hat you wa nt to
g e t of f t he b u s ,
you si mply t ap a
Matthew
coi n ag a i n st t he
Coleman
metal ceiling of the
Second-year
Jeepney.
international
F i l i p i n o s
business student
a lso ex h ibit a n
admirable degree
of patriotism. After wrestling
independence from Spain and
the United States, then defending
t hemselves f rom a Japa nese
invasion during World War II,
the people are quite proud of
their history and optimistic about
where they’re headed.
T he Ph i l ippi nes has been
knocked down by this storm, but
I am confident they will rise up
again stronger than they were
before. We can help them in this
difficult time.

Already, governments around
t he wo rld h a v e d i s p at c he d
person nel to assist w it h
humanitarian aid. We too can
help as a student body. South
Carolina students can support
the relief effort in the Philippines
by raising funds and awareness.
I don’t have all the answers to
how we can help the Philippines,
but as students we are in a unique
position to use creativity to affect
positive change in this desperate
situation. Coordinate with your
friends, classmates, fraternities,
soror it ies or a ny g roup you
associate with to come up with a
way to help. Also, especially make
sure to support those students
who are already work ing on
charitable projects.
Toget her we ca n help t he
Philippines recover from this
terrible crisis. The world becomes
a closer in times like these, and
it’s important for South Carolina
to be a part of that.

WHAT’S YOUR TAKE?
Do you want your
opinion voiced in The
Daily Gamecock?
Contact viewpoints@
dailygamecock.com for
more information.

Trade essential to improve
US-Iran relations
Another Middle Eastern war
unwise, unaﬀordable
For the fi rst time in almost 10 years, Iran
has showed up to the international bargaining
table, willing to talk about a peaceful resolution
to dissolving their nuclear program*1. It seems
that our own Senator Lindsey Graham (R-SC)
is adamantly opposed to a peaceful conclusion
to this longstanding tension.
These disarmament talks revolve around a
proposed deal, in which the United States and
the rest of the United Nations would lift several
of their trade embargoes on Iran in return for
Iran reforming its nuclear research program
and open the program up to international
oversight. However, Graham is leading a
group of Republicans that seek to
tie the hands of our diplomats in
their ability to negotiate lifting
the sanctions; in fact, the plan
they have introduced would make
the sanctions even harsher than
they already are.
The entire point of imposing
Ross
the sanctions in the fi rst place was
Abbott
to economically starve Iran to the
Second-year
bargaining table. They appear to
business
have worked in that regard. We
economics
student
want Iran to de-militarize their
military program, and Iran wants
us to lift the embargos. Now that Iran is fi nally
willing to agree to that trade, Graham wants
to tie our hands and prevent us from making
it. Without the ability to lift at least some of
the embargos, our negotiators will go to the
second round of discussion (scheduled later
this month) with nothing to trade, dooming
those discussions from the start.
To make matters worse, Graham said back
in September that he intends to introduce
legislation that would authorize military force
against Iran if nuclear disarmament talks fall
through. While that legislation has yet to be
introduced, I suspect we’ll see it on the Senate
f loor sometime soon. In short, not only is
Graham trying to kill our peace talks, he also
wants to ensure that we go to war when that
discussion doesn’t succeed. He wants so badly
to have an excuse to use the proverbial “stick”
that he’s doing everything he can to remove
the “carrot” as an option.
A peaceful resolution to this situation has
major benefits to both the United States and
Iran. The most obvious benefit for the US is
that Iran no longer pursues nuclear weapons,
but it’s important not to overlook the other
advantages. Lif t ing t he embargos would
allow American businesses to conduct trade
with over seventy-four million more people,
increasing the exchange of products and ideas.
E v e n m o r e i m p o r t a n t l y, p e a c e f u l
negotiations are just that- peaceful. Senator
Graham would have us spend trillions of
dollars (that we don’t have) on another Middle
Easter n war. He wou ld r ip ou r m il it ar y
servicemen and women, freshly returned from
the fi nally ending war in Afghanistan, from
the arms of their loved ones and put them
into the line of fire in Iran. If we’re lucky,
Graham’s hawkishness “only” leads to the
death of hundreds of A mericans. If we’re
unlucky, Iran becomes Iraq Part 2, leading to
another decade long confl ict and thousands of
completely avoidable American dead.
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IT’S YOUR RIGHT

Oﬃces located on the third ﬂoor of Russell House
The goal of The Daily Gamecock’s
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discussion in the University of South
Carolina community. All published
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CORRECTIONS
In Tuesday’s edition, the staﬀ editorial incorrectly stated
that the university did not host any Veterans Day events;
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regrets the error.
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USC Dance showcases variety of ballets
Company performs old, new
in ‘Classics Over Time’
Caitlyn McGuire

MIX@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

“Cla ssic s O ver Ti me,” wh ich
will premiere tonight at the Koger
Center, i nclude s contempora r y
works, classic ballet and everything
in between.
“It’s just one of the most beautiful
things to watch,” said Dance Artistic
Director Susan A nderson about
USC’s newest dance production,
“Classics Over Time.”
The production includes three
separate works: “Emeralds,” from
George Balanchine’s “Jewels,”Lynne
Ta y l o r - C o r b e t t ’s “ T h e G r e a t
G a l lopi ng G ot t scha l k ,” a nd a n
original work from USC assistant
professor Thaddeus Davis named
“Mass Hysteria.”
“There’s a wide variety of things
h ap p e n i n g i n t h i s s how,” s a id
Kelsey U hl, a fourt h-year dance
per for ma nce a nd choreog raphy
student.
Chelsea Morgan, also a fourthyear da nce per for ma nce a nd
choreog raphy st udent , sa id t he
perfor mance has a “really regal
presence.”
“ T here’s d if ferent movement
qualities for each of them which
makes it really special,” Morgan
said.
“Emeralds” represents the classical
end of the dancing spectrum with its
traditional movement and sounds.
“ It f low s wel l a nd ju st look s
pret t y,” s a id C a m i l le S el ler s , a
fourth-year dance performance and
choreography major who, along with
Uhl and Morgan, will be performing
specifically in “Emeralds.” “It’s more
peaceful than the rest, and we need
to be technical with it.”
O n t he o p p o s it e s ide of t he
spectrum is the extremely unique
a nd contemporar y piece by
Davis, which includes unexpected
movement s a nd music. The
contemporary instructor has won
t he pre st ig iou s C hoo Sa n G oh
award in dance and has a way of
choreographing that is unfamiliar
to many.
“His process of choreography is
really cool. He’ll come up with a few
phrases then completely manipulate
those phrases into an entire dance,”
Uhl said. “It challenged the dancers
in different ways.”

Photos courtesy of Kevin Bush

The USC Dance Company will tiptoe and twirl through time for their three-part
performance, ‘Classics Over Time,’ showing at the Koger Center on Nov. 14 and 15.
I n bet ween t he t wo ex t remes
lies “The Great G alloping
Gottschalk,” inspired by the work
on 19th-century composer Louis
Moeau Gottschalk. Anderson said
the piece is usually performed by
professionals, but USC has been the
only universit y in the country to
be granted the rights. The piece’s
rehearsal director Kyra Strasberg
describes it as a puzzle, wit h its
qu ick foot work a nd i nterest i ng

movements.
Uhl, Morgan and Sellers, who
have been working on the dance
for months, are hopeful that people
will attend and enjoy this creative
mix of contrasting movements.
“It’s something people can’t not
enjoy,” A nderson said. “There’s
something for everyone.”
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Nickelodeon to screen ‘The Big Lebowski’
Cult classic still hilarious
15 years after original release
Jonathan Winchell
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The Coen Brothers’ cult comedy
“The Big Lebowski” (1998) is playing
at t he Nickelodeon Friday night
at 11 p.m. Coming off the success
of their film “Fargo” (which won
them Best Original Screenplay, and
Joel’s wife, Frances McDormand,
won Best Actress), they made their
darkly comic, shaggy-dog-joke of a
fi lm influenced by the mysteries of
Raymond Chandler, most notably
“The Big Sleep,” which t he f ilm
takes its title from. The film was
a flop when it came out and took a
couple of years to gain a large cult
following.
To dissect the plot would be an
act of f ut ilit y. Basically, Jef f rey
Lebowsk i ( Jeff Bridges, aka The
Dude “or H is Dudeness, or u h,
Duder, or El Duderino if you’re not
into the whole brevity thing”) is a
stoner and a slacker stuck in the ’70s
who lives in Los Angeles and does
not do much besides “bowl, drive
around” and have “the occasional
acid flashback.”
H i s b e s t f r ie n d s a r e Wa lt e r
S ob c h a k ( Joh n G o o d m a n), a
Vietnam vet also stuck in the past
who is quick to anger, and Donny
(Steve Buscem i), a ... ”Shut t he
f--- up, Donny!” When The Dude
comes home late one night after
a trip to the grocer y store, he is
grabbed by two thugs who drag him
into the bathroom and dunk his head

Courtesy of universalstudiosentertainment.com

Jeff Bridges, right, and John Goodman star in the 1998 cult classic “The Big
Lebowski,” which is showing at Nickelodeon Theatre this Friday.
into the toilet. They want to know
where his wife, Bunny (Tara Reid),
is. The baffled lifelong bachelor tells
them he has no idea who this Bunny
is. Realizing their mistake, the two
men leave, but not before one of
them urinates on his rug, the one
“that really tied the room together.”
T he D ude f i nds out t hat t here
is a rich man also named Jeffrey
Lebowsk i (David Huddleston) in
town, and he goes to visit him to
get compensated for his soiled rug.
The wheelchair-bound Lebowsk i
convinces The Dude to help him
fi nd his young wife, Bunny, who has
been kidnapped by nihilists. This set
off a series of vignettes with colorful
supporting characters. He gets some
assistance from the real Lebowski’s

daughter, Maude ( Julianne Moore),
but more often than not she just
confuses The Dude.
One of the strangest and funniest
characters in the fi lm is the Latino
b o w le r, Je s u s Q u i nt a n a ( Jo h n
Turturro), a pederast in a hairnet
and a tight purple spandex suit who
takes his game very seriously. He
seductively places his hand with a
purple-fi ngernailed pinky over the
air vent on the bowling ball conveyor
belt and licks his bowling ball. With
barely fi ve minutes of screen time,
Jesus becomes an unforgettable,
absurd character.
One of the most inventive scenes
in the fi lm is a drug-induced, Busby
Berkeley-inspired musical number
set to the Kenny Rogers song “Just

Dropped In (To See What Condition
My Condition Was In)” with Maude
dressed as a Vik ing, women with
headgear featuring large bowling
pins and Saddam Hussein.
The Coens possibly made t he
best fi lm ever that does not entirely
hold together but has no scene that
should be cut or changed. There
are so ma ny reasons t he f ilm is
hilarious, but the two aspects that
stand out most are the writing and
t he per for m a nce s. Br idge s a nd
G ood ma n bot h deser ved Osca r
nominations for their performances,
but comedies rarely get nominated,
especially ones that do not gather
much notice at the time. The Dude
is such a brilliant comic creation, a
wonderful combination of the Coens’
w r it i ng a nd Br idges’ seem i ngly
effortless acting. Goodman, an actor
that the Coens frequently use, takes
a profane, gun-waving madman and
makes him lovable.
The film has gained such a cult
status that there are Lebowski Fests
arou nd t he cou nt r y. They were
created in 2002 in Louisville, Ky.,
by a group of super fans. People
dress up as characters from the fi lm,
drink, listen to live music, bowl and
of course watch the fi lm. A religion
c a l led D udei s m h a s e ven b e en
spawned from the fi lm. Anyone can
go online to www.dudeism.com and
become an ordained priest for the
Church of the Latter-Day Dude.
The Coens are g if t s f rom t he
movie gods, and “The Big Lebowski”
is one of their funniest, most original
works. The Dude abides.
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NOVEMBER
18th-22nd
Locations
Every Day Russell House
Ballroom 10am to 7pm

Bloodmobiles All locations 11am-6pm
MONDAY Nov. 18th
TUESDAY Nov. 19th
WEDNESDAY Nov. 20th
THURSDAY Nov. 21th
FRIDAY Nov. 22th

Thomas Cooper & BA building
Thomas Cooper & Colonial Life Arena
Thomas Cooper & BA Building & Blatt PE Center
Greek Village & Thomas Cooper
Inside Russell House gate & BA Building
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EMPLOYMENT
Best Job on Campus! Be
a Carolina Caller! Flexible
Schedule, Work Nights
and Weekends, earn up to
$8.25/hr, Fall and Spring
Positions. Apply Online
sc.thecallingcenter.com

3

TRAVEL
BAHAMAS SPRING BREAK
$189 for 5 Days. All prices
include: Round-trip luxury
party cruise. Accommodations
on the island at your choice
of thirteen resorts. Appalachia
Travel. www.BahamaSun.com
800-867-5018

more classifieds online at
www.dailygamecock.com

www.gandbmagazine.com
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THE SCENE

HOROSCOPES

Aries

Leo

Sagittarius

Your newly gained power
may keep you from seeing
something important in
your peripheral vision.
D o n’t f o r g e t t o lo ok
around. Stop and smell
the roses. Explore your
dream’s meaning. Solve a
problem. Setbacks bring
hidden value.

Romance works if you
don’t pu sh to o h a rd.
Things could get spicy
and adventurous. On the
fi nancial front, frugality
and simplicity work fi ne.
Do all the facts fit your
theory? Figure it out by
researching.

The more you shift and
move things around at
the risk of stirring up
controversy, t he more
you discover. G et rid
of t he t rash a nd gain
s o m e t h i n g. Yo u f e e l
more optimistic. Simple
pleasures satisfy.

Taurus

It may feel like the world is
on your shoulders. Release
some of your imaginary
load. The improvement is
almost immediate. Insight
bursts upon you. Make
a list and set priorities.
Then take one step at a
time.

Gemini

S ome o ne h a s u n iq ue
problems. Have a good
time solving them. It’s
better wit h friends. A
barrier’s dissolving. For
the next seven months,
you find opportunities
for travel. Others may
be su r pr ised by you r
decision. Invite discussion.

Cancer

Better make sure you have
all the pieces, and that
they all fit together, to
avoid overlooking details
that could cause delays.
More information could
lead to more confusion,
however. Keep it simple.
Plan it out.

Virgo

Get one or more geniuses
t o h e lp . T h e y ’ l l g e t
cranky if they don’t hear
from you. Clean house
and figure out ways to
make use of something
you thought worthless,
and save twice. Support
your team.

Libra

S o m e t h i n g d o e s n’t
go qu it e a s pl a n ned.
Creativity and patience
are required to work it
out. Luckily, you’ve got
both. Imagine the perfect
outcome and go for it.
Consider philosophical
input. It’s not a good time
to gamble.

Capricorn

Finish your homework
as best as you can. Don’t
be harsh on yourself if
it’s not per fect. Keep
practicing and your skills
increase. Take charge,
but be n ice ab out it .
I nclude ot hers i n big
decisions. Domest ic
comforts tempt.

TODAY

TOMORROW

UNIVERSITY CHORUS
7:30 p.m., free
Shandon United Methodist Church,
3407 Devine St.

CARNIVAL, SENSLESS BEATINGS, TREES
ON MARS, THIS IS FOR MY FRIENDS
8:30 p.m., $5 over 21 / $8 under 21
The New Brookland Tavern,
122 State St.

“EL DIARIO DE PSIQUIATRA”
8 p.m., $20 for adults / $15 with
student ID
Trustus Theatre, 520 Lady St.

JARED GRAY
10 p.m., free
Tin Roof, 1022 Senate St.

11/14/13

Aquarius

Scorpio

Po st p one shoppi ng
or splu rg ing. Beg in a
personal journey, and
document it thoroughly.
Don’t spend or ma ke
foolish prom ises to
impress. Take care of
business instead and win
a fabulous bonus. Share
benefits with your team.

D o n’t s h o w s k e p t i c s
unfinished work or you
might get disillusioned.
D o n’t t r y t o s ol v e a
problem w it h money,
eit her. Cont inue your
search for tantalizing
c u isi ne. E x plore new
f lavors and share your
discoveries.

Unu s u a l f e a r s c o u ld
appear. Follow your inner
wisdom and improvise as
you go. There’s time to
edit later. Some actions
cou ld be tempora r i ly
delayed or blocked. Use
this opportunity to catch
up on others.

Pisces

The Daily
Gamecock
on

11/14/13

1 2 3 4

For solutions to
today’s puzzle,
go to

ACROSS
1 Onetime VHS
rival
5 Like honed
knives
10 Relaxed
14 The Earth turns
on it
15 Swiss calculus
pioneer
16 Hebrides hillside
17 Rules, in brief
18 Grassy
Southwestern
tract
19 “Mike and Mike
in the Morning”
radio station
20 On-the-go
morning snack
23 Flight that may
be round
24 Craft stabilizer
25 “No __!”:
Mexican’s
“Enough!”
28 Story spanning
decades
31 St. Teresa’s
home
33 Matador’s cloak
37 Cash for a
sandwich
40 Tenth of a
sawbuck
42 Tailgaters’
beverage
carriers
43 Waiter’s handout
45 Dorothy’s dog
46 Run the show
47 Vidal’s
Breckinridge
49 Actress Sandra
50 Moan and groan
53 Browning work
57 Familiarly,
nutritious trio
found twice in
this puzzle
61 Dubai big shot
64 Medium’s card
65 Part of a ﬂoat
66 Take it easy
67 Bacteria in rare
meat
68 Footnote word
69 Biblical heirs,
with “the”
70 Barber’s chair
attachment
71 Corporate __

DOWN
1 Farm fence
feature
2 Put into action,
as effort
3 LSU mascot
4 Very, musically
5 __-centered:
egotistical
6 Luau
entertainment
7 Sarah Palin,
notably
8 Yvonne’s
income
9 Legislative
investigation
10 “Good buddy”
11 Horace’s “__
Poetica”
12 Comfy spot for
some cats
13 Guys
21 GI mess crews
22 Memorable
Texas landmark
25 “Giant” actor Sal
26 Ready for
whatever
27 Final authority
29 Old apple spray
30 Frances __:
Judy Garland’s
birth name
32 Battery unit
33 Encrypted

For solutions to
today’s puzzle,
go to
dailygamecock.com

or download our
app!

34 Japanese
cartoon style
35 Pound divisions
36 Adolescent woe
38 Manhattan
campus, for
short
39 Rush __
41 Bloodsucker
44 Invisible-clothes
wearer in an
Andersen tale
48 “The Simpsons”
storekeeper
51 José’s
humanities

52 Show one’s
feelings, say
54 Kalahari refuge
55 Wear away
56 Jason jilted her
57 Taxing trip
58 Go it alone
59 You may stick it
in your ear
60 Dan’l’s cousin?
61 Street shader
62 Ginnie __
63 Special ending?

dailygamecock.com

or download our
app!
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Senior midfielder Elizabeth Sinclair said the home crowd at Stone Stadium will be a major factor Friday. The women’s soccer team is undefeated on its home field this season.

Women’s soccer kicks off NCAA campaign
Gamecocks host Furman
at Stone Stadium Friday
Dalton Abel

SPORTS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

T he Sout h Ca rol i na women’s
soccer team will begin its march
t o t h e C o l le g e C u p w h e n t h e
Gamecock s host Furman Friday
night at 7 p.m. in the fi rst round of
the NCAA Tournament.
S o u t h C a r o l i n a (16 -3 - 2) i s
“d a n c i n g ” i nt o t h e NC A A
Tournament for the sixth time in
seven years. Friday night’s game
marks t he t hird t ime since 2009
that Stone Stadium, where South
Carolina is a perfect 10-0-0 this
season, will be hosting an NCA A
Tournament game.
“It’s really nice to be able to play
at Stone Stadium, especially as a
senior,” senior midfielder Elizabeth

Sinclair said. “It’s very fun to do that
again, and we have great fans and
we’ve had a lot of support this whole
season.”
Crowd noise is considered to be a
factor when the Gamecocks’ in-state
opponent comes to town. Furman
enter s t he match w it h a 17-3-2
mark after claiming an automatic
bid to the NCA As by winning the
Southern Conference Tournament.
T he Pa lad i n s a l so c la i med t he
Southern Conference regular season
title with an 8-1-1 conference record.
The biggest weapon for
Furman will be forward Stephanie
DeVita. The 5-7 sophomore from
Simpsonville, S.C. has netted 15
goals during the 2013 campaign —
seven of which were game winners
— as well as nine assists. DeVita
fired off 121 shots throughout the
season, more than twice the amount
of any Gamecock. In 2012, DeVita
led all freshmen in scoring wit h

19 goals, and good enough to earn
her SoCon Player of the Year and
Freshman of the Year honors.
Still, redshirt junior Taylor Leach
said South Carolina is focusing more
on what they do well rather than
what the opponent does well. If the
Gamecocks are able to dictate play,
Leach said they’ll be a very confident
team on the field.
“The biggest thing we probably
have to do is to play our game,”
Leach said. “If we do that, keep the
ball and communicate and work hard
on defense, we’ll be fi ne.”
Allowing well under one goal pergame this season, South Carolina’s
defense will face a challenge in a
Furman offense that is averaging 2.5
goals each contest.
Coach Shelley Smit h said ball
c o nt r ol w i l l g o a lo n g w a y i n
deter m i n i ng t he tea m’s success
i n Fr iday ’s matchup. Sm it h has
harped on her players this week to

be aggressive on both sides of the
ball, w it h an emphasis on being
dangerous in the offensive third.
“You can’t stop until the ball is
out of bounds or in t he keeper’s
hands. When you’re in the defensive
end you can’t stop running across
the box when the balls are served,”
Smith said. “You have to do the little
things and give your all-out effort.”
When the entire 64-team bracket
is revealed, it is natural to look ahead
at potential matchups down the road.
A trip to the West Coast is likely
if the Gamecocks win on Friday.
However, Smith hopes her team can
stay focused on the task at hand.
“Friday’s all that matters right
now,” Smith said. “And then you do
your job, then you get the chance
to actually have to worry about the
next weekend.”
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Top SEC teams to visit Columbia Gamecocks’

tournament
run halted
by 3-1 loss

Volleyball looks to earn upset victories over
Missouri, Alabama at home this weekend
David Roberts

SPORTS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

For a South Carolina volleyball team that is reeling after
dropping its last five SEC matches and losing several key
players to injury, a weekend visit from No. 6 Missouri and
Alabama must seem like scheduling overkill.
The Tigers (29-0, 13-0 SEC) are undefeated this season,
while Alabama (20-7, 7-5 SEC) stands in fourth place in
the conference. Sunday’s match against Missouri will mark
the end of a five-game stretch that has seen South Carolina
(12-14, 3-10 SEC) face each of the top five teams in the SEC.
South Carolina either has played or will play each of those
five matches without setter Kellie McNeil, whose season
is over due to a foot injury. While the setter position is an
integral part of any offense, coach Scott Swanson will look
to the rest of the team to help fill the void left by McNeil’s
absence.
“If we pass better, if we dig better and if we do a lot of
other things better, that will defi nitely help us,” Swanson
said. “We’re not going to be as consistent as we would have
been, but that’s what happens with injuries.”
Alabama is perhaps better than its modest 7-5 SEC record
indicates. The Crimson Tide have lost twice to Missouri, as
well as once to Florida and twice to Kentucky. Discarding
those losses to top competition, Alabama is 7-0 against the
rest of the conference. Coming off a 3-1 loss to Missouri,
Alabama is the first team in five games to win a set against
the Tigers. Missouri had previously defeated Texas A&M,
Ole Miss, Kentucky and Auburn consecutively with a score
of 3-0. Alabama is anchored by a strong one-two punch in
outside hitter Brittany Thomas and middle blocker Krystal
Rivers. The duo has combined for 694 kills so far this season.
Missouri’s unprecedented domination of the SEC comes
at the heels of a 2012 campaign that saw the Tigers go just
19-11 in their first year in the conference. This season, the
Tigers are averaging more than two kills per set than a year
ago. Another major difference between this year’s Missouri
squad and last season’s is the differential in shot percentage.
Last year, Missouri shot .260 for the year while allowing
opponents to shoot .203. This year, the team is shooting a
much-improved .360, as well as limiting its opposition to a
.173 mark.
The Tigers’ versatility is evident by the four players on the
team who have amassed over 200 kills so far this season. The
Gamecocks have just one in Juliette Thévenin, who has 408.
South Carolina could have a tough time defending
Missouri’s senior outside hitter Lisa Henning, who recently
became the school’s all-time leader in kills with 1,701.
Henning had 14 kills on 18 attempts last time the two teams
met, which was good for an astounding .722 shot percentage.
The Gamecocks will have only three matches left to play
after the conclusion of this weekend. South Carolina will
travel to Arkansas then return home to play LSU before

Tulsa ends South
Carolina’s season
Danny Garrison

DGARRISON@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
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Senior Juliette Thévenin is the only Gamecock with more than
200 kills this season. Missouri has four players at that mark.
closing out the regular season at Texas A&M. Those games
will be the last in a South Carolina uniform for seniors
Lindsey Craft and Juliette Thévenin. Knowing the end of
the season is near, junior Michaela Christiaansen wants to
end on a positive note for the seniors.
“Nearing the end of the season, it’s nice to know that it’s
the final push before you’re done,” Christiaansen said. “It’s
motivation for us, you know? This is our last time with our
seniors, so we want to give it our all and try to finish strong.”
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The South Carolina men’s
soccer team’s bid for an NCAA
Tournament appearance fell
short Tuesday when they lost 3-1
to sixth-seeded Tulsa.
Taking place at Transamerica
Field in Charlotte, N.C., the
contest was an opening-round
fi xture in the Conference USA
Tournament, a competition the
Gamecocks needed to win in
order to make the NCAAs.
No. 4-seed South Carolina
looked to be in business early
when sen ior m idf ielder J.P.
Rafferty found the net in the
eighth minute. But the game was
equalized in the 48th minute on
a Gamecock blunder that led to
an own goal.
After the goal, Tulsa never
looked back, taking the lead in
the 54th minute and netting a
third insurance goal in the 89th
minute.
T he G olden Hu r r ica ne
outshot South Carolina 15-13,
but Tulsa put nine of its shots
on goal while the Gamecocks
only had four on target. South
Carolina stayed alive in t he
contest behind six saves from
f reshman goalkeeper Marco
Velez.
T he lo s s a nd s ub s equent
f a i lu r e t o w i n t he C -US A
tournament puts an end to an
up-and-down season for South
Carolina that saw the team finish
with a 7-7-5 overall mark and a
4-2-3 conference record.
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